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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -28 are pending. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on August 3, 2004 and 
July 25, 2005 were filed before First Office Action. The submission is in compliance 
with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is 
being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
Patent Application Number 2003/0167324 issued to Shelly D. Farnham et al 
("Farnham"). 

The applied reference has a common inventor with the instant application. 
Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome 
either by a showing under 37 CFR 1 .132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in 
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the reference was derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not the 
invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1 .131 . 

As per claim 1 Farnham anticipates: 

identifying components associated with a first end point in an environment (see 
paragraph 57, lines 1-6); 

identifying components associated with a second end point in the environment 
(paragraph 57, lines 1-6); 

determining whether any of the identified components are associated with both the first 
end point and the second end point (paragraph 57, lines 13-14 and Figure 3); 
identifying relationships between the first end point, the second end point, and any 
components associated with both the first end point and the second end point 
(paragraph 57, lines 9-10 and Figure 3). 

Farnham teaches identifying components associated with a first end point in an 
environment, identifying components associated with a second end point in the 
environment, determining whether any of the identified components are associated with 
both the first end point and the second end point, identifying relationships between the 
first end point, the second end point, and any components associated with both the first 
end point and the second end point (paragraph 57and Figure 3). 
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As per claim 2, same as claim arguments above and Farnham anticipates: 
wherein the environment is a social environment (paragraph 54 and Figure 3, social 
visualization). 

As per claim 3, same as claim arguments above and Farnham anticipates: 
further comprising receiving a request to identify relationships between the first end 
point and the second end point (paragraph 79). 

As per claim 4, same as claim arguments above and Farnham anticipates: 
wherein determining whether any of the identified components are associated with both 
the first end point and the second end point includes determining a path strength for 
each path between the first end point and the second end point (paragraph 35). 

As per claim 5, same as claim arguments above and Farnham anticipates: 
determining a path strength for each path between the first end point and the second 
end point and ranking the paths between the first end point and the second end point 
based on path strength (paragraph 54). 

As per claim 6, same as claim arguments above and Farnham anticipates: 
further comprising ignoring paths having a path strength below a predetermined 
threshold (paragraph 54). 
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As per claim 7, same as claim arguments above and Farnham anticipates: 

wherein identifying relationships includes identifying only the top ranked paths between 

the first end point and the second end point (paragraph 54). 

As per claim 8, same as claim arguments above and Farnham anticipates: 
further comprising displaying relationships between the first end point, the second end 
point, and any components associated with both the first end point and the second end 
point (paragraph 57, lines 9-11). 

As per claim 9, same as claim arguments above and Farnham anticipates: 

wherein displaying relationships includes displaying information regarding at least one 

component (paragraph 57, lines 5-7). 

As per claim 10, same as claim arguments above and Farnham anticipates: 

wherein displaying relationships includes displaying information regarding at least one 

link between components(paragraph 57, lines 12-14 and Figure 3). 

As per claim 1 1 , same as claim arguments above and Farnham anticipates: 
wherein displaying relationships includes displaying a social context associated with the 
first end point and displaying a social context associated with the second end point 
(paragraph 57, Iines9-14 and Figure 3) . 
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As per claim 12, same as claim arguments above and Farnham anticipates: 
wherein displaying relationships includes: displaying the first end point and 
displaying the second end point; and displaying at least one common component 
associated with the first end point and the second end point(paragraph 57, lines 9-1 1 
and Figure 3). 

As per claim 13, same as claim arguments above and Farnham anticipates: 
displaying a common component associated with the first end point and the second end 
point(paragraph 57, lines 9-1 land Figure 3); 

displaying at least one link between the common component and the first end 
point(paragraph 57, lines 4-6); 

displaying at least one link between the common component and the second end 
point(paragraph 57, lines 4-6). 

As per claim 14, same as claim arguments above and Farnham anticipates: 
displaying the first end point; displaying the second end point; displaying components 
associated with the first end point; and displaying components associated with the 
second end point(paragraph 57). 

Claim 15 is rejected based on the same arguments as claim 1. 
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As per claim 16 Farnham anticipates: 

displaying a first end point(paragraph 57, lines1-5 and Figure 3); 
displaying components associated with the first end point(paragraph 57, lines 1-6); 
displaying a second end point; displaying components associated with the second end 
point(paragraph 57, lines 1-6); 

displaying a common component associated with the first end point and the second end 
point(paragraph 57, lines 9-11); 

displaying a link between the common component and the first end point(paragraph 57, 
lines 5-6); 

and displaying a link between the common component and the second end 
point(paragraph 57, lines 8-11). 

Farnham teaches displaying a first end point, displaying components associated 
with the first end point, displaying a second end point, displaying components 
associated with the second end point, displaying a common component associated with 
the first end point and the second end point, displaying a link between the common 
component and the first end point and displaying a link between the common 
component and the second end point (paragraph 57 and Figure 3). 

As per claim 17, same as claim arguments above and Farnham anticipates: 
determining a path strength associated with the common component and 
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and preventing the display of the common component if the path strength is below a 
threshold(paragraph 54). 

As per claim 18, same as claim arguments above and Farnham anticipates: 
displaying a second common component associated with the first end point and the 
second end point(paragraph 57, lines 9-11, overlapping membership); 
displaying a link between the second common component and the first end point and 
displaying a link between the second common component and the second end 
point(paragraph 57, lines 9-11 and Figure 3). 

As per claim 19, same as claim arguments above and Farnham anticipates: 
displaying a second link between the common component and the first end 
point(paragraph 57, lines 10-14). 

As per claim 20, same as claim arguments above and Farnham anticipates: 
determining a strongest link between the common component and the first end 
point(paragraph 54); 

and highlighting the strongest link between the common component and the first end 
point(paragraph 55). 
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As per claim 21, same as claim arguments above and Farnham anticipates: 
displaying a second link between the common component and the first endpoint and 
displaying a second link between the common component and the second end 
point(paragraph 57, lines 10-14). 

Claim 22 is rejected based on the same arguments as claim 16. 
As per claim 23, Farnham anticipates: 

display a first end point in a social network(paragraph 57, lines 1-5 and Figure 3); 
display a second end point in a social network(paragraph 57, lines 1-6); 
identify a common component associated with the first end point and the second end 
point(paragraph 57, lines 9-1 land Figure 3); 

display the common component associated with the first end point and the second end 
point(paragraph 57, lines 9-11); 

display a link between the common component and the first end point; and display a link 
between the common component and the second end point(paragraph 57, lines 8-11). 

Farnham teaches display a first end point in a social network, display a second end 
point in a social network, identify a common component associated with the first end 
point and the second end point, display the common component associated with the 
first end point and the second end point, display a link between the common component 
and the first end point and display a link between the common component and the 
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As per claim 24, same as claim arguments above and Farnham anticipates: 
wherein the one or more processors further determine a path strength associated with 
the common component and prevent display of the common component if the path 
strength is below a threshold(paragraph 54). 

As per claim 25, same as claim arguments above and Farnham anticipates: 

wherein the one or more processors further display a second link between the common 

component and the first end point(paragraph 57, lines 10-14). 

As per claim 26, same as claim arguments above and Farnham anticipates: 

wherein the one or more processors further display a second link between the common 

component and the first end point and display a second link between the common 

component and the second end point(paragraph 57, Iines10-14). 

As per claim 27, same as claim arguments above and Farnham anticipates: 

wherein the one or more processors further identify a second common component 

associated with the first end point and the second end point(paragraph 57, lines 9-1 1 

,multiple memberships). 

As per claim 28, same as claim arguments above and Farnham anticipates: 
wherein the one or more processors further display the second common component 
associated with the first end point and the second end point(paragraph 57, lines 9-11). 
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Contact Information 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Susan Rayyan whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1675. The examiner can normally be reached M-F: 8am - 4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cottingham can be reached on (571) 272-7079. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Susan Rayyan 




June 9, 2006 
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